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PSALM xxXxXVii. 37. 


Mark the perfect Man, and behold the up- 
right; for the end of that Man is Peace. 


Or, as the verſion of our Pſalter renders it. 
Verl. 38. 


Aeep Innocency, and take heed unto the 
thing that is right; for that ſhall bring 
a Man Peace at the laſt. N 


FE whole Pſalm contains in it little 
more than a ſett of Obſervations up- 
on the different Portions of the Righ- 
teous and the Wicked; intended to 


17 perſuade the former to acquieſce in 
the Dealings of God with both. 
It could not be diſſembled, that the evil Doers 
had ſometimes their Run of Proſperity, and more 
han their Share of worldly Advantages; as, on 
he other hand, the Righteous were plunged, 
ow and then, into Circumſtances of Diſtreſs and 
Difficulty, This was ſetting the Caſe of good 
Men in the moſt unfavourable Light, and view- 
ing their Condition on the darkeſt fide of it; as 
it was poſting wicked Men upon the Ground of 
5 A 2 moſt 
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ö 4 The Recompente of Virtue: Or, 


moſt Advantage to them, and repreſenting - their 


ed out at the laſt ; the Perfect and Upright would 


would be ſure to obtain it for them. 


ſpects, for the Succeſs of their preſent Aims and 
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Circumſtances under the moſt hopeful Appearan- 
ces. Yet even upon the foot of this Compariſon, 
the Concluſion was obſerved by the Pſalmiſt, to 
be in Favour of the Righteous. For whereas the 


end of the Ungodly was, that (a) they ſhould be root- 
then find Peace; their Innocence and Integrity 


But tho this be the only Certainty, which good 
Men may depend upon, without any one Excep- 
tion; yet there are many Probabilities in their 
Favour, many intermediate Chances and fair Pro- 


Deſigns. Their Hope doth not lye, all, in Re- 
verfion ; tho' the main of it chuſes to center 
there. Their Pretenſions to this World, and to 
its ſeveral Felicities, do ſtill ſubſiſt ; they are ſul- 
mitted indeed, but not ſurrender d. 

Wherefore, in purſuance of the general Deſign | 
in view with holy David, when he compoſed 
this Plalm, we will conſider the Caſe of the 
Righteous and the Wicked ſomewhat more parti- 
cularly ; that we may obſerve, upon the whole, 
where the true point of Intereſt ſhould at laſt be 
fix d, and where the Balance of Advantage turns; 
whether ſteddy Principles, and ſuitable Practices, 
be not far more eligible, than Actions which pro- 
ceed at random, without any Compaſs to ſteer 
by, or any Rule to adjuſt them. | 

Now that this Caſe may be truly ſtated, and 
this whole matter laid before you in its proper 


(a) v. 3 9. 4s it ſtands in our Pſalter, 


Light, 
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E Juſt Man's Character. | 


ir Light, we will take a more diſtin& Survey of the 
1- Righteous and the Wicked in theſe ſeveral Poſtures 


15 1ſt, As they may, (both of them, ) be in a State 


i of Proſpect and Purſuit, with regard to the 
Fig Advantages of the preſent Lite. | 
In 2dly, As thoſe Proſpects may have ſucceeded 
d with them; and they may, each of them, be 
al conſider'd as in a State of Enjoyment. 

3aly, As they may, both, have failed in their 
d reſpective Purſurts, and ſo may be conſider d 
' as in a State of Diſappointment. 
p Theſe three Particulars will take in the whole 


Compaſs of their preſent Life: And as to the 
d . ; a 
Concluſion of it, I ſhall obſerve to you in the 


er 4th place, The very great Difference and Diſ- 


0 proportion which there muſt be between the 
ha | one and the other in it. 

| When I have gone thro' theſe ſeveral Particu- 
n lars; I ſhall, Laſth, apply the whole to the 
d| mournful Occaſion of our preſent Aſſembly. 
e 1ſt. Then, we are to take our Survey of the 


1- Righteous and the Wicked, as they may, both of 
e, them, be in a State of Proſpect and Purſuit, with 
de regard to the Advantages of the preſent Life. 
5; This is the Caſe, by far, moſt general; ſince 
5, few of either fort, live to ſee an end of all their 
0-& Proſpefts. Somewhat or other they ſtill have up- 
er on the Anvil, which lies unfiniſh'd, and waits for 
the Reſults of Time, and the opening of favoura- 
dF ble Occaſions. The Queſtion then will be, for 
er which of the two, theſe Occaſions are moſt likely 
to open favourably ? We agree, that there is, and 
can 


® 


- —— — 2 . 2 22 
— * 
— TOOLS OY” 4 "ys a ATA — nl 


CE, , ets es nb re 


oe OI 7 a 2 bb 7 

i! ieee 

2 | q . YZ : oo . «<7 4 W , 
:, - oy : » Cw 


l r "x 7 
„„ eee EEE 


F * 3, Ts 
2 


—ͤ—õ —ʒ——ͤ—ͤ—: ͤ — — — 


— i —— — oe — 


— — — — * * — 
4 * - 0 
— : "0 * CGG, < 
2 L220 A RSS IO —— op - CSI 6 


"= =; * EP 
2 — 22. — 
_ * 
W 44 * 
= 
bo” 
» F< 
l * 
* 
af 


— 


i 
J 
; 


— 


» - 
3 
— 4 0 
S 28 
* = 
os. 


wy 
K 
% | 3 N 
So cies. RF TI 


6 The Recompence of Virtue : Or, 
can be, here noCertainty, nor any Rule laid down, 


which will not find in Experience Exceptions made | 
to it. The likelihood of Events, whilſt they have 


a confeſs d Uncertainty and Contingency, is our 
preſent Enquiry. 5 

Now the Providence of God will leave us little 
Room to doubt, which ſide of the Queſtion hath 
the moſt promiſing Appearences. He hath de- 
clar d, that (b) he will not caſt away a perfect 
Man, neither will he help the evil Doers : That (c) 
the Way of the Wicked is as Darkneſs ; but that the 
Path of the Juſt, is as the perfect Day: That (d) 
the Righteouſneſs of the Perfect ſhall direct his Way, 
but the Wicked ſhall fall by his own Wickedneſs, 
That the (e) Curſe of the Lord is in the Houſe of the 
Wicked ; but he bleſſeth the Habitation of the Juſt. 
That the (f) Hope of the Righteous ſhall be Glad- 
neſs ; but the Expectation of the Wicked ſhall periſh. 

That all the Recompence of good Men might 
not be poſt-pon'd to an inviſible State ; theſe are 


the Declarations of God in their Favour, with | 


regard to the Things which are ſeen and temporal; 
and it is eaſy to imagine, that theſe may be per- 


form'd to them, without the Interpoſal of Mira- 
cles to ſecure the Effect of them. * 


Contrary Obſervations made upon the Iſſue of 
Things are often miſtaken, and form'd upon er- 
roneons Eſtimates; and a fe Exceptions to the 
Rule, do rather confirm than weaken it. Sup- 
poſe a particular Providence, and you cannot 


— 


(b) Fob 8. 20. (c) Prov. 4. 19, 18. (d) Prov. 11. 5. (e) Prov. 
3. 33. (J] Prov. 10.28. i 
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The fuſt Man's Character. 7 
but ſuppoſe with it, ſuch a Care of Virtue, a 
will not ordinarily leave it naked and defence- 
leſs. In the Pſalm whence my Text is taken, 
its holy Author appealed to the Experience of 
Mankind, for an Anſwer to the Queſtion which 
is now before us; whether the Righteous was ever 
obſerv'd (g) to be forſaken, or his Seed begging 
their Bread? Whether any Advantages, accruing 
to theUngodly, were ever permanent, or of long 
Continuance © Tho' he had ſeen the latter () in 
great Power, and flouriſhing like a green Bay-tree ; 
| yet (faith * I went by, and lo he was Hove 31 

ſought him, but his Place could no where be found. 
Nor is the natural Courſe of Things without 
, its Tendency to maintain the Cauſe of the Righ- 
teous, and to oppoſe the Wicked in his ſeveral 
pretenſions. e. g. The moſt hidden Wickedneſs is 
ſeldom ſo manag'd, as to continue long a Secret; 
and a Diſcovery ſoon will blaſt it. Reputation 
will follow Virtue, and will ſtand up in Aid of 
the Purpoſes, which are form'd upon it. The 
Slight of the Hand, and the Cunning of the 
Heart, may carty on ſome one particular View to 
its defir'd Concluſion ; but the main Thread of 
Life proceeds with moſt Advantage, when it is 
T leaſt involv'd and entangl'd, 3 | 
Ask the Sinner, to whoſe dark Deſigns the uſe 
of Trick and Fraud is neceſſary, Whether, if he 
thought he could ſucceed in the Way of Inno- 
cence, he would not rather chuſe it? He doubt- 
leſs would ; and, if he would judge imparrially 
upon the main Iſſues of Life, he would find his 


— 
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Ig) Ver. 25. in our Pſalter. (h) Ver. 36. 37, ibid. : 
| Integrity 
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8 The Recompence of Virtue © Or, 
Integrity his beſt and his ſureſt Guide to them. But 
his Paſſion blinds him, and his Eagerneſs of the 
Prey, makes him overlook the Thorns and Briars, 
the Troubles and the Hazards, which encumber 
the Way he takes to be the ſhorteſt. If he comes 
off without a. Wound or Scratch from them, he 
is more indebted to his Luck, than his Diſcretion. 
For the Odds, at ſetting out, are great againſt him, 
that he will never be able to force his Paſſage | 
thro' them. 
But now the Man who hath no crooked Mean- 
ing, hath a plain Way before him; and if he 
moves not ſo faſt to his defir'd Conclufion, he 
gets to it, however, with greater Security, and 
with leſs Damage. By ſuffering his Principles to 
keep him Company, he hath great Refreſhment | 
and Support under all his Difficulties ; and by the 
Aid of the one, is the better enabled to conquer 
the other. For this may with great Truth and 
Juſtice be obſerv'd of Virtue ; that for oe Hin- 
drance which it throws into any Man's way, it 
furniſhes many Helps to him, in the Courſe of his 
worldly Purſuits : It ſecures to him the Favour © 
of God and Man; whilſt it's contrary muſt ex- 
pe that both will oppole him. Fe 
Exceptions, tis agreed, there are to this Rule, 
ermitted by Providence, and made by a naughty 
orld, and by the various Contingencies, to 
which this mutable, uncertain, State of Things | 
will ever be obnoxious. But if, at ſetting out, the | 
good Man and the wicked had only the ſame | 
Chances for the Succeſs of their ſeveral Aims and 
Proſpects; certainly the. good Man's cm 
would 
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The Fuſs Man's Character. 9 
would be far the wiſeſt, for the many other Ab- 
vantages inſeparably cleaving to it. ; 7 

Nlam Vices, tis certain, have an apparent Ten- 
dency to croſs upon thoſe Deſigns, which their 
contrary Virtues favour. And the Inſtances of this 
are far more numerous and more extenſive, than 
any oppoſite Examples, where Trick and Kna- 
very gain a Point, which could not have been 


© gain'd by upright and honeſt Practice. 


Nor is the Point, when gain'd, nor the Reſult of 
their ſeveral Deſigns, when moſt ſucceſsful, of 
equal Moment to Men of ſuch different Chara- 
&ers and Denominations. Fr, 

2aly, If we proceed in our Survey, and conſi- 
der them both, as in a State of Enjoyment, upon 
the favourable Iſſue of their reſpective Purſuits ; 
we ſhall obſerve the good Man to have great 
Advantage ; and that the Righteous, in this Point, 
is not only more excellent than his Nezghbour, but, 


upon the whole of his Caſe, more happy too. 


The Time muſt come, they both well know, 


when the ſmootheſt and moſt flouriſhing Life 
3 ſhall receive its Ruffles and Diſcompoſures, ſhall 
wither, and at laſt die away: So that in the midſt 
of Fulneſs and Plenty, Want and Deſtitution are 
in View with both of them; which Time ad- 
vances towards them, by Steps very ſure, howſo- 
ever gradual. Now the Proſpect of this muſt 
differently affect them, as they are differently 


provided with Comforts and Reſources. 
They who have no Expectations beyond their 


Z preſent Enjoyments, whoſe only Hope is to periſh 


like Beaſts, and even that Hope ſo ill aſſur d to 
5a B them, 


3 3 . 
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10 The Recompence of Virtue: Or, 

them; that it hath at moſt but a bare Poſſibility to 
ſupport it, with almoſt, if not altogether an In- 
poſſibility, that it ſhould ever be made good to 


them, (theſe Men, I fay,) muſt be content to 
lower the Value of their beſt Enjoyments, from 


the ugly Concluſion, which cannot but ſucceed | 
them. If they reſolve to make the moſt of them, | 
becauſe they know they have but a little Time 
in them; they will, in all likelihood, contract 
even that little Time, and make it leſs, by labour- 


ing to make the noſt of it. 


Mean while, with this Reſolution, they muſt 
form, another, which perhaps they will not find 
themſelves able to keep; and this muſt be to live 
without any Thought or Forecaſt, to drown # 
themſelves in an animal and ſenſual Life, never 
to conſider the Iſſues of Futurity, nor what ſhall | 
become of their better Part, the thinking Thing | 
within them, whoſe Powers they muſt b B 
by all poſſible Shifts and Devices; which yet will 
be now and then exerted, to the infinite Terror 
of the hopeleſs Sinner: But, I ſay, any tolerable * 
Eaſe or Comfort which he can take in his higheſt 
Felicities, muſt be owing to the Abſence or Stu- 
pefaction of common Senſe and Underſtanding, 
For a Man, who plays upon the Brink of a Preci- 
pice, muſt ſurely be blind or mad. Now ſuch # 
a Precipice Sin muſt be to the bold Adventurer, | 
who indulges himſelf in it upon any ſort of Prin- 
ciples: Since uo ſort of Principles can aſſure him, 
that he ſhall not be caſt headlong thence, within 
a very little Time, into endleſs and remedileſs 
Perdition. The Frolick and Gaiety where | 

5 a 


U 


py => „ „ 2 4 


\ 


i 
- | 
. | 


The" Juſt" Man's Character 11 


he ſports upon it, are no better Evidences of his 
Happineſs, than any little Pleaſantries, or Witti 
ciſms, of a Madman, prove him to be in a right 
Mind. Whatever his Enjcyments to himſelf may 
be; by the ſober and ſenſible Part of Mankind, 
they will ever be conſider'd with an equal Mix- 
ture of Horror and Compaſſion. Now this is ſo 


truly the Caſe of every wicked Man, that I cannot 
find out Words, which will more juſtly or pro- 
I perly repreſent it. Death and Deſtruction open 


wide their Mouths for him; he either ſees not 
his Danger, and therefore plays upon the Borders 


© of it, till, looner or later, he at laſt falls into it: 
Or elle, if he really ſees it, the Sight muſt 
certainly be ſo ſhocking to him, that he can have 
very little Satisfaction, whilſt it ſtares him in the 
Face. f 


The good Man's Caſe, like his Conduct, is the 


very Reverſe of what hath been here deſcrib'd to 
you. His Enjoyments have none of theſe Al- 
Jays nor Drawbacks : Whatſoever there is in them, 
comes tree and pure to him. The View of their 


Concluſion needs not diſmay nor terrify him, nor 


ſower the preſent Moment with any dark Pre- 


* Hages of thoſe which ſhall ſucceed it. That all 


theſe Things muſt have an End, he knows, as 


well as the Sinner; and can look upon its Ap- 


I proaches towards him with all Aſſurance, that 
the Change will be to his Advantage. As he 
contracts no fatal Blemiſh from the Felicities of 


Life and Fortune, they leave no Sting behind 
them, and do not darken the Proſpe& he hath 
betore him, of future, and farther, and infinitely 
7 B 2 greater 
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greater Good. The Meaſure of worldly Com- 


forts,” which is beſt adapted to his Perſonal Inte- 
reſt; and moſt conſiſtent with his Social Relations, | 


and every Way moſt ſuitable to the State 


and Poſture, which he ſtands in, he hath all Li- 


berty to uſe; and may uſe it with the more Ad- 


vantage, for the Prudence and Temper he ob- 


ſerves in it. 


Virtue is ordinarily a plain and paſſable Road, 
Jeſs incumber'd than that of Vice; is ſafer and 
ſurer, and in all Reſpects more commodious. 
It's Pleaſures are more compos'd and calm ; they 
jade not the Mind either in the Purſuit or En- 
joyment of them: Nor are they ſucceeded by 
that Remorſe and Vexation of Spirit, which are 
the known Attendants upon lawleſs Gratifica- 3 


tions. 


Beſides , the Hopes of a good Man are the. 
more likely to be anſwer'd, when his TR 4 
are ſucceſsful , becauſe his Expectations have 
not been ſuffer d to ſwell immoderately, nor to 


12 The Recompence of Virtus: Or, 


eat out Enjoyment before it reaches him. And 


then (I ſay) he hath Hope from the very Circum- 


„ 


ſtance, which to the Sinner is moſt forlorn and 


hopeleſs, and yet muſt certainly befal him; for 


the (i) Righteous hath Hope in his Death, 


Me have now con{ider'd them both, as in a State 
of Proſpect and Purſuit ; and as thoſe Proſpects and 
Purſuits may have ſucceeded with them, and ſo 
may haveenter'd them upon a State of Enjoyment, 


But as Time and Chance happen here to all 


— — — 


(i) Prov. 14. 32. 


Men, 


Y 
== 
Sf. 


it muſt be agreed to be poſſible, and is often a 
„ Caſe of Fact, that both of them may, and do, 
e Jail in their reſpective Purſuits; and, under this 
. View, are to be confider'd, as in a State of Diſ- 
1. apdointment: Which is the third of thoſe Poſtures, 
wherein I propounded to repreſent them: And 
this, of the three, will leaſt endure a Compariſon. 


d. For when the Comforts of this World fail the 
.d Sinner, who hath all his Hope, and all his Treaſure, 
is. in it; What a Load of Sorrow muſt oppreſs him? 
ey How forlorn and deplorable muſt his Condition 


be, whom Darkneſs ſurrounds on all Hands; who 


N 
y Wath Miſery to encounter here and nothing but 
re Miſery to expect hereafter * Who hath ſacrific'd 


the Peace and Purity of his Conſcience to thoſe 
unhappy Purſuits, which have all along enter- 
tai d him wit anxious Cares ud Fears, repaid 
SÞim at laſt with Difappoimmęg 
left him nothing in Proſpect td ſupport him amidſt 
Fall theſe Preſſures, but, inſtead of it, obnoxious 
nd to the Juſtice of an offended Deity, and to all 
m- the Terrors of his Wrath, who, in 755 Anger, is 
= conſuming Fire? No gz 
Let him then obſerve, from hence, the prodigi- 
ous Blunder he committed at ſetting out; when 
e left his Principles behind him, with as little 
Aſſurance of Succeſs from leaving them, as he 
might have had from abiding by them. Perhaps 
ent, The very Cauſe of his Diſappointments is founded 
all In his Vicer; and his Health, Reputation, or For- 
tune, or whatſoever be the Quarter from whence 
Ihis Afflictions gall him, ſuffer directly from his 
len, ſinful 


The Juſt Man's Charaffer. 13 


Men, to the Wicked, no leſs than to the Righteous ; * 


d Vexation, and 
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132 The:Recompence of Virtue: Or, 
ſinful Courſes; How dreadful and inſupportable | 
under ſucl! Circumſtances muſt be the Refle&ti- 
ons he paſſes; upon his own Folly | How raging 
the Remorſe, which gnaws upon his Conſcience, 
and preys perhaps upon his Vitals too! How | 
pungent the Sting of that Worm, which hath a 
Mot h attending it to corrupt his Treaſure, at the 
ſame time wherein it over-{preads. his Mind with 
the Horrors of Deſpondency, and conveys, it 
may be, Rottenneſs to his Bones beſides! 4 
But be it ſo, that his Vices do not directly lay 
him under any of theſe Diſtreſſes; that his Mis- 
fortunes befal him, in the common Courſe of 
things, and thro' the ordinary Contingencies of 


8 


human Life: Yet ſtill they will be attended, in 


E. 
* 


his Caſe, with the peculiar Aggravation, of lea- 
ving him no Reſources, no Comforts, to betakè 
to. He hath ſtaked the Sum total of his Happi- 
neſs upon a Chance which hath failed him; and 


riſqued, as it were, his whole Eſtate, upon the 2 
Caſt of a Die, which hath not ſucceeded. If now i 
there were any thing inReverſion, of weight enough 
to buoy up his ſinking Spirits; it any Glimpſe of 
Light could be let in upon his gloomy, dejected, 
Mind, from a favourable proſpect of Futurity ; his 
preſent Burden might be render d by it ſome- 

what more ſupportable. But a wounded Spirit, 
added to other Calamities, preſſes too hard upon 
human Nature, to be, in any manner, tolerable. 
Hope is the Anchor of the Soul, which keeps it MF 
from ſinking, in the Storms and Tempeſts of Life. f, 
Take away this Reſource trom it, and you leave} 

it utterly forlorn and deſtitute, But now wal | 

| ope 


| | | | hea 
The fuſt Man's Character. 1 
Nope is left to him of retrieving elſewhere, the 
le Misfortunes which here befal him, when all the 
tl | Arguments, which .eſtabliſh-a State beyond the 
ng Grave, conclude undeniably, that he muſt be 
©: worſted by it. F 4nnot:oxl 10 
WY The Man of Religion hath a very different View 
before him, whenever his Lot proves here unfa- 
vourable. When his Religion lays him under 
Circumſtances of Diſtreſs and Difficulty ( which 
it get are much oftner brought upon Men by their 
Pieces, than they are by their Virtues ) the Mea- 
lay Wfure of his Supports and Comforts riſes al- 
"ways in Proportion to them; and the Hope 
of Which he derives from the other ſide of the Grave, 


of is evermore ſo much the brighter and the ſtronger, 


in as the Misfortunes which befal him on this Side 
12 Jof it, are, more or leſs, chargeable to the Account 
l 4 


Jof his Virtues. Then he can even rejoyce in thoſe 
ay ET ribulations and Reproaches, to which, either 
nc {hc Goſpel it ſelf, or any important Truth of it, 


-Xg 
+ 


the J all happen to expoſe him. But this, we may 
” Pbſerve, is a Caſe which we ſeldom. meet with 
8 f and more rarely far than with the Caſe of thoſe, 


cho ſuffer for their Sins, without any Recompence, 


on nd with great Aggravations entaild upon their 
nis Miſery. | 
ne- 


When a good Man miſcarries, the common 
Chances of Life muſt uſually account for it; 
pon which he would not have avoided by ſacrificing 
ble: us Goodneſs to them. But then, by e it, 
He bath infinite Advantages. By not over-charg- 
ng his Expectations, nor depending upon too 
Wch, from any temporal Felicittes, the Diſap- 

e pointment, 
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and Blood will certainly be mollify'd ; his Soul 


Poſtures; either in a State of Proſpect and Pur 
ſuit; or elſe of Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment ; or final 


— 
9 1 
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pointment, when it comes, fits the eaſier and 
lighter on him ; and he can poſſeſs his Soul in the 
greater Patience from the Regularity of his De- 
fires, and from his habitual Submiſſion to the Will 
of Providence. When the Bulk of his Treafure 
is ſafely lodg d, he may be the leſs concern'd for 
any Miſadventures happening to ſome ſcatter'd fl 
Parts of it. 1 

Above all; when he conſiders God as his Friend, 
and Heaven as his Inheritance, he will thence de- 
rive ſuch unſpeakable Conſolation, as may well 
be ſet in the Balance againſt the foreſt Diſtreſſes 8 
of the preſent Seaſon. (v) In the multitude of the 
Sorrows which I had in my Heart, (faith our holy 
Pſalmiſt to God) thy Comforts have refreſhed y 
Soul. When he conſiders the Misfortunes of Life, 
not as the Inflictions of an angry Judge, but as 
the Wounds of a Friend, labouring to refine his 
Droſs, and improve his Nature, and to fit him for 
nearer and more intimate Communications with i 
the Father of Spirits; the Reluctances of Fleſh 


will be melted down into the humbleſt Adora-F 
tions of the Hand which chaſtens him; and he 
will acknowledge it, in the Concluſion, to have 
been good for him, that he was ſo " y 
The threeParticulars,which have hitherto been in- 
ſiſted on, take in the whole Compaſs of our preſent 


Life; which is always to be found in one of theſe | 
F 


| TIES n 
ly of Diſappointment and Vexation. 3 
(k) Pal. 94. 19. Nov 
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The fuſt Man's Character. 17 
nd Now, if upon weighing the ſeveral Caſes of , 
the Ihe Righteous and the Wicked, under each of theſe 
Ye. Wircumſtances, the Balance turns «ſally in Favour 
7511 Ir the Righteous ; if this be the Rule, whereby 
ure Nee are ordinarily to judge of them, whatſoever 
for Exceptions it may ſometimes meet with; then 1 
r'd Wink it apparent, that the Wicked carve for 
Wemſclves but icurvily, with reſpe& to this 
orld, and to the only Advantage they have 

Pretence of claiming: And therefore even 


ell With reſpect to the Iſſues of the Life which now is; 
les e may well acquieſce in that Declaration of 
the Nod to Man, which we find recorded in the Book 
oy Fob : (1) Behold the Fear of the Lord, that is 


dom; and to depart from Evil is Underſianding. 
But then th and laſtly, from the Concluſion of 
is Life, it muſt be infinitely more ſo ; becauſe 


as 

his f the great and never-failing Difference, which 
for Pill then be made between the one and the other. 
ſith There will be divers Exceptions to any Rule, 
eſn hich can be here laid down, with regard to 
dull ings fo contingent and uncertain, as the E- 


Ents of this various, unſettled Life: Theſe Ex- 
ions are wiſely order'd, that we may thence 
llect an indubitable Aſſurance of a State beyond 
herein we may depend upon à more exact 
etribution. Yet hence it is, that we have no inva- 
able Diſtinctim made upon the preſent Scene, 


ent 
jeſektween the good Man and the Wicked. What- 
er the uſual Tendency of Things may be, there 


JW and then a Failure in the Courſe of them: 
nd the Man of Religion ſometimes miſcarries, 
hen the Man of zone ſhall thrive and proſper. 


(1) Job 28. 28, 
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18 The Recompence of Virtue : Or, | 
The Man of Religion choſe, however, prudently, 
even for this World, becauſe he choſe, at ſetting out] 
with the moſt promiſing Appearences of Succeſs td 
his Purſuits. But for theſe few Exceptions to ou 
Rule, there will be an abundantRecompence, whe 
this Life ſhall fail us, and therewith ſhall be 04 
pen d the boundleſs Proſpect of Eternity. _ 

What would not the dying Sinner give for the 
leaſt Glimpſe of Hope in his departing Moments 
What would he not ſacrifice to any Affurancef 
even of that forlorn Expectation, that he mighhl 
ſink ſoftly into nothing, without any Account ori 
Remembrance of his Life and Conduct? The 
Entertainments he hath had from them, are vag 
niſh'd like a Dream or Shadow ; and have lefff 
him nothing to refle& on but the Horrors of hig 
Guilt, nor any Proſpect but of the Vengeance 
which is now overtaking him. This is the 
hopeful Concluſion of all his pleaſing Images 
and of all his thoughtleſs and vain Amuſementsll 
Like as the Smoak vaniſbeth, ſo are they driven aA 
way; and like as Wax melteth at the Fire, ſo dd 
the Ungodly periſh at the Preſence of God. 

But then the Righteous are glad and rejoyce befort 
him. There might be Reaſon even for them to 
tremble at the Approaches of his Preſence, were 
it not ſoften d to them by a Mediator's Intereſty 
which hath entitled them to the Adoption of Chil 
dren, and'privileg'd them to cry Abba, Father 
But in this View of their Caſe, with nothing tc 
fear, they have a great deal to hope; that the 
Concl uſion of their preſent Life, will either im- 
prove their Felicities, or wipe away all their Sor: 
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oval from them. Peace muſt be the Conſequence 


hel 


The uſt Man's Character. 19 
ows. So that in the greateſt Abundance ofßf 
vorldly Good, they can have no Apprehenſion, 
hat a Change will hurt them; and in the Cala- 
nties of Life, they are ſure of a bleſſed Re- 


pon ether Repreſentation; which is more than 
an be well affirm'd of the moſt unallay'd Ad- 


s Mantages in Poſſeſſion of the Wicked. But Peace 
WW: difturb'd, with Flneſr of Foy, and Pleaſure for 
ermore, will be the ſure, never-failing En- 
rtainments of the Innocent and Upright, when 
Wis Life is Ended, and with it all its Diſ- 
Wmpoſures, are laid afleep. (n) Where the Wick- 


| ceaſe from troubling, and where the Weary be 
Reſ?. Where the Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be 


Neace, and the Effect of Righteouſneſs, Quietneſs 
4 4[[urance for ever. (o) When the ranſomed of 
e Lord ſhall come unto Zion, with Songs and e- 


"ey 


fort 


! 
0 


laſting Joy upon their Heads ; where they ſhall 


ain Joh and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing 
WW fie away. | 
have now gone thro' the ſeveral Particulars 
ich were propounded to you from my Text : 
d I perſuade my ſelf, that you have already 


J 
p 


Wticipated the Application I deſign to make of 


For you muſt have mark'd this Upright Man, 


Wole Lifeleſs Remains are now before you, 
oughout the whole Courſe and Tenour of his 


dnduct; ſo that I fear no Imputation of Flat- 
„ hor even of Partiality, when I recommend to 


——— — —  —— 


| m) Job 3.17, (u) Iſa. 32.17 (o) Iſa. 35.10. 
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ou his Example in doing Juſtlyj, and lows 
ercy, and walking humbly with his God. 
How ſerviceable he was in a very uſeful Profe 


fion ; with what Charity to the Pocr, what Juſtin 


to the Rich, what Compaſſion to All, he employ' 
the Skill in it, which fo eminently diſtinguiſh' 
him, he hath many living Witneſſes to proclain 
for him. 
I bere is no room to flouriſh upon a Characte 
ſo delerving, which Panegyric would find it 
hard to magnify, as Malice or Envy to diminiſh it 
He had ſet the Lord always before him; an 
therefore was never unmindful of his All-ſeein 


Preſence ; nor could the moſt unguarded Seaſon 
betray him into the leaſt Appearences of being ſd 
He was truly zealous for his as and a know 
Advocate for Religion, wherever it wanted oneſfi 
and he was as able to defend, as he was willing fl 


pradfice, and fitted to adorn it. 


His Piety was real and unaffected ; equalfi 
ly free from Diſguiſe, and Oſtentation; from tiff 
Exceſfes of Heat, and the Extremities of Coldf 


from the Giddineſs of Enthuſiaſm, and the Stiffne 


of Formality ; from the Kigours of the Preciſe, an 
the Liberties of the Licentions. For he had an Hed 
which knew how to preſcribe fit Meaſures forh 
Heart; and thus, as his Con!crence was well inſorm 


ſo his Knowledge was practical ; and they lent ea 
other a mutual Help. e | 
Hts Love of his Country was fincere and co 
dial: He had a conſcientious and true Conce 
for it's preſent Settlement in Church and State 
nor did his Paſſion for the one ſwallow up i® 
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The 7uſt Man's Character. 
Affection to the other. For he was throughly per 
ſuaded they would, both, thrive beſt in each 0. 
ther's Company, when they ſhould take [weetCoun- "i 
cil, and go together into the Houſe of God as Friend: 
And therefore he never made a Merit of putting 
aſunder, what the Reaſon of Things, and the Pro- 
vidence of God had apparently jomr'd together. 
Simplicity and Godly Sincerity were ſo peculiarly | 
his Ornaments, that he delighted in none belides 
them: He valn'd Appearences no farther, nor us d 
them for any other Purpoſe, than as a Language to 
—_ the Sent iments of his Soul. He rightly judg'd, 
that good Meaning was a Beauty, which wanted no 
Art to dreſs it, nor Labour to force it upon the 
Notice of Mankind. And, I believe, no one was 
ever advancd to his Pitch of Eminence, in any 
Calling, with leſs Endeavour, on his own Part, to 
raiſe him up to it. h 
As a Friend; (I ſpeak it with Gratitude and 
Experience) I never knew any, who more excel- 
led in all the Offices flowing "AA that Relation: 
And indeed no Relation in Life had reaſon to 
complain of him ; but cach had, to commend, 
and eſteem, and to bleſs God for him. . 
His Conduct, upon the whole, was all of a 
piece; Uniform and Conſiſtent in every Part of it. 
Here he opened the firſ# Scenes of Buſineſs, and 
kcre he cloſed the laſt of them; ſo that I could 
not, if I would, in this Place, miſrepreſent him. 
And as we now have marked his Character, and 
beheld this upright Man in all the Grace and Beau- 
ty of his Virtues; ſo we may proceed to obſerve 
the Bleſſings attending him, which my Text hath 
Entailed upon the Perſons deſcribed in it. As 
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e Recompence of Virtue : Or, 
iti is no Man's Diſparagement, that he was 
eee born to Eminence, and the Splendor of Life; 
mall not ſcruple to ſay, that from no very pro- 
HR ming, nor auſpicious Proſpects, and with an ori- 
gina bent of Inclination, favouring (a) other 
Srudies, he ſoon arrived to a diſtinguiſh'd degree 

ot Proficiency in a Calling which he did not 
=: <clule; and yet I have frequently heard him thank- 
full to that Providence, which fixed him in it, for 
the Opportunities it gave him of being more ſer- 
vviceable to his Family and Friends, than he might 
Probably have been, had he ſucceeded in his firſt 
Dieſires. | | 


: - 


His Fortune grew by degrees to be ſo much in 
+ His Power, that his Soul muſt have ſunk into his 
Wealth, if, according to the common Guiſe of 
ehe World, as Riches mcreaſed, he had ſet his 
Heart upon them. But he choſe rather to be rich 
* good Works, and rich towards God, with whom 
4 treaſure laid up is always ſure of producing 
the beſt and the largeſt Intereſt. 
He was indeed fo far from courting the Oppor- 
tunities of Gain, that, perhaps, no Man was e- 
ber more courted by them, who cho'e to leave 
er Signs of it behind him. And yet the whole 
WE Senour of his Life was as far removed from Pro- 
ag, as it was from Avari te. 
WE - The Enjoyments of the World he knew how 
do ue in proper Seaſons and Proportions ; and 
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in 0a)" He much el to have been bred a Divine ; and was well qua- 
ie to have been Jo, by an uncommon Progreſs in the Preparatory Studies 
ee Learning 3 of which, to the laſt, he retained a wa) 
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he was ſucceſsful enough in the Courſe of his wꝗ . 
ly Purſuits, to have indulged himfelfin any mea 
of them, which Reaſon and Religion could alle 
to him. But ſtill he was ſenſible, that the trueſt len: 
of them, was not to indulge too much to the 

His Conſtitution, tho' none of the ſtrongeſt, 
did not, however, break in much, nor often, el 
ther upon his Recreation or his Buſineſs : But ag 


er a {ſmooth and eaſy Paſſage of Life, with litt 
Ruffle or Diſcompoſure, before the Infirmitieg 8 
Age had, to any obſervable degree, either le 
d the Comforts, or impaired the Vigor G it, 
the Diſtemper ſeized him, which proved fatal to 3 


im: And even in this Particular, the Dee f 
his Soul was ſatisfied. 0 1 


-* 
# 
CE 


For from the Genius of a Diſeaſe which had 
{ſometimes attack d him, he was a little appre- 
henſive of a lingring and painful Death; and 1 
have often heard him, with a due Submiſſion ts 
he Will of Providence, ſolicitous to avoid fc 
n Tryal of his Patience: So it pleaſed God ht 
he was not denied the Requeſt 7 his Lips ; hüt, s 
one habitually prepared to attend the Simmons. 
ot his Maſter, he was called but of e World ** 
pon little Notice, not indeed withedatlome ans V 
ecedent Preſages of his Change, Jet Wtbe 
ny ſhocking Circumſtancegof Pain or Struggle. 
As he well underſtoog. the Brittſeneſs of Hu-. 
man Life, he never depende@upon its Jong Con-. 
inuance, never indeed imagin d, he mould lee 4 
the Period, to which it was, in Fact, extended with # 
im. He had no Reaſon to'be afraid of his Di- 
lolution; and thetefore was not backward to en- 
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tertain the Thoughts of it: For it appears froh 
1 written Remains which he hath left behind 
i that the Subject was familiar to him ; that i 
had frequently employ'd his Meditations in His 
vacant Seaſons; that he had taken ſome Pains in 
_ digeſting and improving it; that he had number d 
his Day, and apply d his Heart to the Wiſdom of 
Cn dering his latter End : Which accordingly 
prov d to him, juſt what the Text deſcribes it; and 
as he (ind in Cprighineſs, ſo he died in Peace; 
Now te reſis from his Labourt; his Works (we 
doubt not) follow him, and his Memory is bl:ſſed. 

Our Part upon this Occaſion will be, to honour 
the one, and to follow the Example of the other; 
to act upon a.. ſteady Belief of the Promiſes 
made to Crodlmeſs ; to uſe thts Merld as not abuſing 
it; to live in it, as becomes a People, who expect 
a Removal from it; neither weary.ot our preſent 
Abode, nor afraid of Changing it; bur always 
ready to obey our great Maſter Orders, and to 
ſhift the Scene, when, or howſoever, he ſhall be 
pleas'd to direct it. | 

And may the Meſſenger of Death, in whate⸗ 
ver Form he ſhall approach us, find us all thus 
-prepard to anſwer his Demands upon us; free 
from the Agonies of Confuſion, Surprize, anch 
Terror; in a proper Conſtitution and Bent of 
Soul; with reſigned and holy Diſpoſitions; and 
with ſome gracious Aſſurancès from tl-e- Spirit of 
God, that we are falling into the Hands of 


2 merciful Father 


Even ſo, Lord Jeſus, v 


